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Dear Inspector 

Welcome to the fifth LAA Inspector Newsletter.  This Newsletter is e-mailed 

directly to all LAA inspectors and subsequently posted on the LAA website in the 

Inspector Zone, found by hovering your cursor over ‘Aircraft & Technical’ on our 

home-page and then scrolling down to the bottom of the drop-down menu.  We 

welcome any feedback you wish to make. 

 

Weight & Balance Reports  

Weight and balance reports received here at LAA for application purposes must 

be overseen and signed by an acceptable person.  For our purposes, that could 

be any LAA inspector or licensed engineer, or other competent person accepted 

by LAA, or of course the likes of Planeweighs and Loadmasters.  However, we 

experienced a recent occurrence where an owner submitted a W&B report that 

had been signed off by a BMAA inspector.  We wouldn’t normally question the 

competence of such a person, however, due to liability issues the BMAA has 

asked that we do not accept any such reports when the signatory has used their 

BMAA inspector number to provide ‘authority’.  Please advise owners accordingly 

if you are positioned to do so.  

Whilst on the subject of weighing, the LAA is currently working with the BMAA to 

reshape the current 5-yearly repeat weighing currently required by the CAA on 

microlight aircraft.  Requirements are likely to become relaxed a little and I’ll let 

inspectors know of changes as soon as we do.  Changes are afoot too regarding 

Noise Certificates, currently required for microlight aircraft – so further news on 

this too when we have it.  

Talking of weight and balance, please check out this link to witness a dramatic 

illustration of the potential consequences of not getting it right!!  

 

Miles M65 Gemini 1A 

We are delighted that the CAA has recently given the green light for owners of 

Miles Gemini aircraft to transfer their aircraft from a C of A to operation on an 

LAA administered Permit to Fly.  There are presently six on the UK register of 
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which three are currently airworthy, two having already transferred to a Permit.  

They are a ‘specialist- maintainer’ aircraft, being of all wooden construction with 

electrically operated retracting undercarriage and two vintage Cirrus engines.  

Consequently, like Chipmunk, Bulldog, Kraguj and Edge 540, the Miles Gemini 

type is not included in any of the generic aircraft groups listed for inspector 

approval.  Instead, inspector approval is awarded on a type by type basis and 

will be provided in accordance with the procedure described in Note 9 of the LAA 

Inspector Approval Scheme, which will be updated and reissued in April next 

year as LAA/IAS/15.  LAA inspector Miles McCallum’s Gemini G-AKHP was the 

first to transfer - shown below.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chipmunk TADS 

Following on from above, an essential part of the LAA process requires 

inspectors overseeing Chipmunk Permit renewals (Note 9 approval needed) to 

refer to the Chipmunk TADS on the LAA website, and comply with the 

instructions therein, particularly those in Section 2.  When submitting the usual 

Permit renewal application form you must also submit the Supplement page 

(which you must download from our website) and make sure that you provide a 

copy of the documents requested therein, i.e. a completed and validated DHSL 

DHC-1 Chipmunk Form C – Critical Component Life Remaining and DHSL DHC-1 

Chipmunk Annual Role Factor Assessment certificate.  This reflects requirements 

provided in TNS 138, which itself is mandated by Airworthiness Directive G-

2012-0001.  A number of Permit renewal applications have failed because these 

items have been omitted from the application – please don’t let that be yours.  
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Inspection Standards 

A report received recently highlights some dismal inspection standards on a 

Druine Turbulent aircraft.  Circumstances suggest that these features had 

passed inspection, either because ‘someone’ didn’t look hard enough, or because 

they looked and decided things were OK.  Neither scenario is good enough, by 

the way.  The following pictures illustrate dodgy wire-locking, a nail in place of a 

split-pin, a bent main wheel axle, and a push rod tube impinging on the push rod 

(bent to make room for an oversize sparkplug cap). 
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Ballistic Recovery Systems (BRS) Chutes 

At this time there is a small number of LAA aircraft that are fitted with a ballistic 

recovery system constituted of an explosively discharged recovery parachute.  

For the safety of potential users and for ground personnel, not least first-

responders, it is vital that such equipment is properly installed and maintained 

and that modifications are properly cleared.  A Technical Leaflet covering these 

issues, and others such as external marking, is being developed but the purpose 

of this note is to remind inspectors that for safety’s-sake, for every aircraft you 

lay a hand on, you need to know whether or not a chute is fitted, and if it is, 

make absolutely sure that you arm yourself with the appropriate knowledge and 

acquaint yourself with the hazards that may now threaten you and others. 

      

STC’ed Modifications 

The CAA has recently announced new policy whereby they will no longer 

investigate approval of modifications on Annex II C of A aircraft where the STC 

originates from a country with which the UK enjoys a bilateral agreement, such 

as the US and Canada.  In such a case a modification may be considered 

‘approved’, and input only from the maintenance certification angle will be 

required.  This is close to what the LAA already does, but because each LAA 

aircraft is potentially a unique aircraft, LAA Engineering still needs to maintain a 

degree of design oversight.  Nevertheless, spurred on by the CAA’s move, LAA 

Engineering is setting up a new and more streamlined process for accepting 

and/or approving STC’ed mods, using a new application form and a process to 

be  described in a new Technical Leaflet.  These documents will be available on 

the LAA website soon, but meanwhile, a fuller news item can be found here. 

 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any query with above. 

Ken Craigie 

Chief Inspector 
 

 

http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/2014/News/stc.html

